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COMMAND HISTORY REPORT 

I. Basic  H i s to ry  

A. Chronology of Events-1976 

0 1  JAN t o  30 J A N  - Prepared f o r  ACM t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Oceana. 

31  JAN t o  20 FEB - Conducted ACM. t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Miramar. 

21  FEB t o  16  MAR - Prepared f o r  type  t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Oceana. 

17  MAR t o  19  MAR - Embark on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) a t  Norfolk. 

20 MAR t o  29 MAR - On board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) enroute  t o  Mayport, F1. 

30 MAR t o  0 1  APR - Conducted ope ra t ions  a t  NAS Cec i l ,  F1. 

02 APR t o  09 APR - Conducted type  t r a i n i n g  on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59). 
A i r c r a f t  and crew l o s t  a t  s e a  07 APR. 

10 APR t o  14 APR - Returned t o  Mayport, F1. Memorial s e r v i c e s  conducted. 

1 5  APR t o  06 MAY - Conducted type  t r a i n i n g  on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59). 

07 MAY t o  09 MAY - Type t r a i n i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed, t h e  RED RIPPERS 
re tu rned  t o  NAS Oceana. 

10 MAY t o  11 JUN - Conducted Radar I n t e r c e p t ,  Conventional Weapons and 
Instrument  t r a i n i n g .  

12 JUN t o  23 JUN - Fly on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) f o r  a b r i e f  deployment 
i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and Carr ibean.  A i r c r a f t  l o s t  a t  s e a ,  
crew s u c c e s s f u l l y  recovered.  

24 JUN t o  03 JUL - Returned t o  NAS Oceana f o r  t r a i n i n g .  

04 JUL t o  08  JUL - P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bicentennia l  Naval 
Review on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) i n  New York Ci ty .  

09 JUL t o  14 AUG - Conducted a i r c r ew t r a i n i n g  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  an  ACM 
detachment a t  NAS Key West, F1. 

28 AUG t o  11 SEP - Returned t o  NAS Oceana and conducted normal f l i g h t  
ope ra t ions .  

12 SEP t o  20 SEP - Deployed 6 a i r c r a f t  on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59), o f f  
t h e  Vi rg in i a  Capes, f o r  a missile shoot and f i repower 
demonstration f o r  NATO observers .  

21  SEP t o  03 NOV - The squadron conducted a i r c r ew t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Oceana. 
A i r c r a f t  and crew l o s t  11 OCT on r o u t i n e  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t .  
1 3  OCT RED RIPPERS command assumed by CDR R. R. STOOPS. 
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04 NOV t o  10  DEC - Conducted normal Radar I n t e r c e p t ,  CW and Low Level 
Navigation opera t ions .  One crew and a i r c r a f t  deployed 
t o  Naval F igh te r  Weapons School,  NAS Miramar, San Diego, 
Ca .  

11 DEC t o  3 1  DEC - Conducted l i m i t e d  f l y i n g  and ce l eb ra t ed  Christmas. 

B. NARRATIVE 

Nineteen hundred and Seventy-six marked t h e  for ty-n in th  year  t h e  RED RIPPERS 
have cont inuously operated as a f i g h t e r  squadron. 

January found t h e  RED.RIPPERS sharpening t h e i r  a i r  s k i l l s  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  
an  A i r  Combat Maneuvering (ACM) Detachment w i th  Carrier A i r  Wing Seventeen, t o  b e  
he ld  a t  NAS Miramar, Ca. 

On 30 January t h e  squadron detached t o  NAS Miramar w i t h  t e n  a i r c r a f t .  I n  t h e  
next  two and a h a l f  weeks t h e  RED RIPPERS f l ew  168 ACM s o r t i e s .  The crews 
u t i l i z e d  t h e  ACMR range and prepared t o  conduct competi t ive exe rc i se s .  

F igh te r  Squadron Eleven l e f t  NAS Miramar on 21 February and re turned  t o  NAS 
Oceana f o r  type  t r a i n i n g .  During t h e  month of February, t h e  squadron broke t h e  
previous  s o r t i e  f l y i n g  record ,  f l y i n g  a t o t a l  of 264 s o r t i e s  and logging 360 
hours .  The RIPPERS were busy day and n i g h t  a t  NAS Oceana a s  they put  maximum 
e f f o r t  i n t o  t h e  t a s k  of being prepared f o r  deployment on USS FORRESTAL (CV-59). 

On March 17 th  t h e  squadron loaded aboard PTSS FORRESTAL a t  Norfolk. While 
t h e  c a r r i e r  was enroute  t o  NAS Mayport, F1. s i x t e e n  f i g h t e r  crews were r e q u a l i f i e d  
i n  c a r r i e r  landing and a l l  personnel  "synched" wi th  t h e  pace of t h e  s h i p .  

While USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) was ber thed  a t  Mayport, t h e  RIPPERS conducted 
l imi t ed  f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  ou t  of NAS Cec i l ,  F1. On A p r i l  l s t ,  USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) 
w i th  CVW-17 aboard, departed Mayport, F1. and commenced Type Training phase I. 
On A p r i l  7 th ,  RIPPER a i r c r a f t  113, crewed by p i l o t  LT Charles  P. Jackson and RIO 
LT James W. P i e h l ,  was l o s t  whi le  conducting a n i g h t  c a r r i e r  landing.  LT P i e h l  
w a s  l o s t  a t  sea and LT Jackson d i ed  of i n j u r i e s  sus t a ined  i n  t h e  acc ident .  On 
10 A p r i l ,  USS FORRESTAL (CV-59), r e tu rned  t o  Mayport, F1. and memorial s e r v i c e s  
were he ld .  

On 1 5  A p r i l ,  USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) once aga in  l e f t  Mayport, F1. w i t h  t h e  
RIPPERS aboard. During t h e  remainder of A p r i l  and throughout t h e  f i r s t  week of  
May, t h e  squadron completed type  t r a i n i n g  phase I1 and I11 and conducted t h e i r  
Operat ional  Readiness Evaluat ion,  r ece iv ing  a grade of FXC?&LENT. A t l t a l  of 
214 day t r a p s  and 88 n i g h t  t r a p s  were accumulated dur ing  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  per iod .  

The RIPPERS remained a t  NAS Oceana j u s t  long enough t o  become accustomed t o  
long,  warm showers and conduct Radar I n t e r c e p t  t r a i n i n g  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  a 
planned m i s s i l e  shoot .  On 1 2  June,  t h e  squadron once aga in  l e f t  NAS Oceana and 
recovered aboard USS FORRESTAL (CV-59), f o r  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Cartlibean. On 
19  June, RIPPER 105, p i l o t e d  by CDR R.K. Kauber w i th  LTJG E.E. Mercker as R I O ,  
developed d i f f i c u l t i e s  and a n  uncommanded e j e c t i o n  of bo th  crew members occurred.  
Both were succes s fu l ly  rescued a s h o r t  t ime l a t e r .  During t h e  b r i e f  deployment 
t h e  squadron f lew over 129 hours  and completed 90 day t r a p s .  The deployment 



was climaxed by the  f i r i n g  of a Sparrow AIM-7 m i s s i l e  and th ree  AIM-9 Sidewinders. 

During Ju ly  t h e  nat ion celebrated i ts  two-hundredthbirthday. The highl ight  
of the  Bicentennial was t h e  Tnternational  Naval Review (INR) a t  New York on 
4 July .  The INR fea tu re  a t t r a c t i o n  was "Operation Sail1' ,  t h e  pass i n  review 
of t a l l  s a i l i n g  ships  up New York Harbor. USS FOWSTAL (CV-59) waa the  
p r inc ipa l  reviewing ship;  t h e  RED RTPPERS and representa t ive  A i r  Wing-17 
a i r c r a f t  w e r e  aboard. A RIPPER detachment of 50 o f f i c e r s  and men, with Skipper 
Kauber commanding, embarked i n  USS FORRESTAL (CV-59), from Hampton Roads on 
2 July ,  a r r iv ing  i n  New York Harbor t h e  morning of the  3rd. On the  Fourth-of- 
Ju ly  ce lebra t fon,  CDR Kauber was t h e  escor t  f o r  CINCLANTFLT, ADM I s sac  C ,  Kidd, 
and t h e  Executfve Officer  CDR R.R. Stoops, escorted M r .  W. Lunds, Secretary- 
General of NATO. Presfdent Gerald Ford and t h e  Vice President  were a l s o  aboard, 
During t h e  next few days, t h e  ship  was toured by thousands of public v i s i t o r s  
and t h e  RED RIPPERS sponsored a s t a t i c  d isplay  of t h e  squadron a i r c r a f t .  Return 
t o  homeport was ef fec ted  8 July ,  concluding a remarkable and worthwhile mission 
i n  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Bicentennial of t h e  United S t a t e s  of America. The r e s t  of the  
squadron, back a t  NAS Oceana, was preparing i t s e l f  f o r  an  Administrative Material  
inspection and looking forward t o  an ACM detachment a t  NAS Key West, F1. 

On 15 August the  RED RIPPERS s t a r r e d  ACM t r a in ing  a t  NAS Key West with t e n  
RIPPER a i r c r a f t  and 160 personnel. During t h e  next twelve days t h e  squadron 
flew 132 ACM s o r t i e s  with crews compexing, both offens ively  and defdnsively. 
A l l  crews a l s o  had the  opportunity t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  one verses  many ACM hops. 

Once again t h e  squadron returned t o  NAS Oceana and from 28 August t o  
11 September t h e  RIPPERS continued t o  f l y  and shaspen t h e i r  combat s k i l l s .  It 
was a busy period f o r  t h e  aircrews a s  they t ra ined f o r  another missile shoot 
and firepower demonstration. On 1 2  September the  squadron deployed with s i x  
a i r c r a f t  aboard USS FORRBSTAL (CV-59) operat ing off the  Virginia Capes. Led 
by Skipper Kauber, t h e  RTPPERS dropped l i v e  MK 82 500 pound bombs and f i r e d  
t h r e e  AIM-9 Sidewinders a s  a p a r t  of t h e  A i r  Wing f i r e  power demonstration f o r  
NATO observers on t h e  ship.  

Ashore again, t h e  RIPPERS conducted in tens ive  t r a i n i n g  i n  Radar In te rcep t s ,  
Conventional Weapons and Low Level Navigation. On 11 October, while on a rout ine  
t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t ,  LTJG John M I  Mallan and LTJG Wallace R. Franklin l o s t  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  when t h e i r  a i rcraf t ( l03)  crashed on takeoff a t  F t .  Campbell, Ky. On 
13 October CDR R.R. Stoops assumed command of Fighter  Squadron ELEVEN, t h e  49th 
skipper of t h e  RED RIPPERS. 

I n  October, t h e  squadron completed the  f i n a l  missile shoot of t h e  year. 
LTJG Tim Murphy and LTJG Er ic  Meriker were awarded a double "E" f o r  t h e i r  
outstanding performance,'~while the  RIPPER crew of CAPT Garry Mueller (USAF 
Exchange Officer)  and LT P h i l l i p  Bower were awarded an "E" f o r  thCir high score.  

From 4 November u n t i l  11 December, t h e  squadron conducted normal f l i g h t  
operat ions.  During t h i s  time period,  LT William Hitchings and LT Char l ie  
Conatser, deployed with one a i r c r a f t  t o  NAS Miramar f o r  s i x  weeks advanced A i r  
Combat Maneuvering t r a in ing  a t  the  Navy Fighter  Weapons School (TOPGUN). 

I n  l a t e  December t h e  RIPPERS conducted l imi ted  f l i g h t  operat ions,  and prepared 
f o r  an A i r  Wing Weapons deployment t o  Roosevelt Roads,and spent t h e  holidays 



with  t h e i r  f ami l i e s .  

F igh te r  Squadron ELEVEN looks back on 1976 as a year  f i l l e d  wi th  outstand- 
ing  achievements. It is  t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t  t h a t  profess ional i sm and r e so lve  
enabled t h e  RIPPERS t o  p r e v a i l  over any s i t u a t i o n .  The squadron looks forward 
t o  t h e  f i f t i e t h  anniversary ce l eb ra t ion .  The RED RIPPERS a n t i c i p a t e  a continu- 
a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r y  and fame which s i g n i f i e s  t h e i r  surname; "WORLD FAMOUS." 

11. Operations Summary 

MONTH TOTAL HRS HRS D / N TOTAL TRAPS D / N TOTAL SORTIES D / N 

JAN 270.1 236.1134 ---------------- 118 / 40 

FEB 359.1 317.1142 -------------- 215 / 49 

MAR 487 .O 325.01Q82 106 / 32 133 / 132 

APR 408.9 313.7/95.2 123 / 66 150 / 78 

MAY 261.5 231.5/30 300 / 151 131 / 24 

JUN 243.6 236.417.2 207 / 0 174 / 3 

JUL 92.4 89,5/2.9 c-CU---CCcc 601' / 2 

AUG 245.0 243.1/1.9 cIC-CU-CC*-C 233 / 2 

SEP 239.1 206133.1 60 / 6 166 / 22 

OCT 131.6 112.8/18.8 ----------- 81  / 13  

NOV 229.3 17 6.5/ 5 2.8 -------------- 115 / 28 

DEC 74.8 59.6115.2 -C-UUUICCCCC 40 / 9 

111. Squadron Of f i ce r  Lossesc; and Gains 

05 JAN 76 HITCHINGS, W i l l i a m  L LT USN 1310 
REC FOR DUTY from VF-121 NAS MIRAMAR CA. 

05 FEB 76 BOWER, P h i l l i p  W LT USN 1320 
REC FOR DUTY from VF-101 NAS OCEANA VA 

10  FEB 76 PIEHL, James W LT USN 1320 
REC FOR DUTY from VF-101 NAS OCEANA VA 

29 FEB 76 TURNER, Guy F Jr. LCDR USN 1310 
TRF t o  VT-86 NAS PENSACOLA FL f o r  DUTY 



31 MAR 76 HALL, D e l m o n  B T I 1  L T J G  USN 1310 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA. 

08 APR 7 6  P I E H L ,  J a m e s  W L T  USN 1320 
D I E D  f r o m  aircraft  accident on board USS FORRESTAL (CV-59).  -. 

11 APR 7 6  JACKSON, C h a r l e s  P , L T  USN 1310 
D I E D  f r o m  aircraft  accident on board U S S  FORRESTAL (CV-59). 

14 APR 76 JEWELL, C h a r l e s  D L T J G  USNR 1 3 2 5  
T R F  t o  NAVSTA NORFOLK VA f o r  separation. 

1 4  APR 7 6  SULLIVAN, T i m o t h y  F L T  USN 1310 
T R F  t o  NAF, ANDREWS AFB WASHINGTON DC f o r  DUTY. 

2 4  MAY 7 6  MURPHY, T i m o t h y  K L T J G  USN 1310 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA. 

03 J U N  7 6  DICKINSON, C h a r l e s - 0  L T  USN 1310 
RELEASED t o  INACTIVE DUTY i n  U.S. N a v y  R e s e r v e .  

0 7  JUN 7 6  G R I F F I N ,  D a n i e l  E L T  USN 1350 
T R F  t o  VC-6 NAS NORFOLK VA f o r  DUTY, 

09 JUN 7 6  J U L I A N  J a m e s  S L T J G  USN 1320 
T R F  t o  VF-43  NAS OCEANA VA f o r  DUTY. 

3 0 J U N 7 6  K U K U L S K 1 , D e n n i s R  LCDR USN 1 3 2 0  
T R F  t o  NAWARCOL NENPORT R I  f o r  DUTY, 

0 1  J U L  7 6  HTLBURN, John E. L T  USN 1310 
T R F  t o  USNA ANNAPOLIS MD f o r  DUTY. 

1 2  J U L  7 6  MANLOVE, D o n a l d  N LCDR USN 13 2 0  
T R F  t o  AFSC NORFOLK VA f o r  DUTY. 

29 J U L  7 6  JENNINGS,  E d w a r d  P ;luE L T  USN 1 5 2 0  
BEE fo r  DUTY f r o m  VC-2 NAS OCEANA VA. 

30 J U L  7 6  WAEi9$, O r a n  J Jr L T J G  USN 1 3 2 0  
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA. 

30 J U L  7 6  QUINN, J a m e s  J L T J G  USN 1 3 2 0  
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA. 

11 AUG 7 6  DOBROVOLNY, T i m o t h y  G L T  USN 1310 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA. 

1 1 A U G  76 BARRY, R o n a l d  E L T J G  USNR 1315 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  V F - 1 0 1  NAS OCEANA VA, 

12  AUG 7 6  MARRS, A l t o n  D L T  USN 1310 
D I E D  of i n ju r i e s  incurred f r o m  a u t o m o b i l e  accident. 



2 1  S E P  76 

11 OCT 76 

11 OCT 76 

13 OCT 76 

19 OCT 76 

08 NOV 76 

30 DEC 76 

30 DEC 76 

ADAMS, R o b e r t  F LCDR USN 3.310 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  VF-101  NAS OCEANA VA. 

MALLAN, John M L T  J G  USNR 1315 
D I E D  of i n j u r i e s  incurred f r o m  aircraft  crash. - 
FRANKLIN, W a l l a c e  R L T J G  USNR 1325 
D I E D  of i n j u r i e s  incurred f r o m  aircraft crash. 

SCHULTZ, C h a r l e s  W L T  USN 1320 
TRF t o  VT-10 NAS PENSACOLA FL f o r  DUTY 

KAUBER, R o d n e y  K CDR USN 1310 
TRF t o  COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA f o r  TEMDU f o r  fur ther  a s s i g n m e n t  
by BUPERS. 

KILBY , K e n t  T CDR USN 1310 
REC fo r  DUTY f r o m  VF-101  NAS OCEANA VA. 

NASH, R o n a l d  J L T J G  USNR 1325 
REC f a r  DUTY f r o m  VF-101 NAS OCEANA,VA. 

ARCHIBALD, G a r y  T L T  USN 1310 
REC f o r  DUTY f r o m  VF-101 NAS OCEANA VA. 


